FADE | N:
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY

An ELDERLY MAN lies in a bed, in a sem private hospital room
with tubes and wires connecting himto several nachines.
The heart rate MONI TOR drones out it's BEEP, BEEP, BEEP

The man stares at the ceiling with a vacuous | ook on his sad
face. H's eyes are pale blue and very tired. Hi s conplexion
i s ashen.

A NURSE, EILEEN, md-thirties and very plain, wheels an

el derly woman, MRS. CHARLOITE HARRI NGTON, into the room and
al ong side the other bed, which is enpty. The elderly woman
| ooks tired, but not quite as bad as the man. She is wearing
a hospital gown.

NURSE
Ma' am here, let nme help you.

The nurse takes the woman by her hand and helps lift her to
the bed. She hands the woman a pill ow

The el derly woman's voice is still strong, but soft and sweet
at the same tine.

M5. CHARLOITE
Thank you sweetie. Here, | can get
t hat .

The nurse hel ps the woman get the pillow situated and pulls
up her covers.

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Thank you. Wsat's your nane sweet
heart ?

The el derly man's eyes blink and w den.

NURSE
Ei |l een, nm'am

MS. CHARLOITE
Eileen, that sure is a pretty nane.

NURSE
Thank you ma' am

The nurse goes about her duty of checking the woman's bl ood
pressure and getting her hooked up to the heart rate nonitor.

MS. CHARLOTTE
Are you from around here, sweet heart,
| mean Eil een?



NURSE
Yes ma' am

The woman waits respectively for the nurse to finish listening
t hrough the stethoscope, while taking her blood pressure.

MS. CHARLOTTE
Where exactly are you fromEil een?

NURSE
| grew up in Indian Springs.

The nurse is used to older patients chatting with her, because
they are lonely, so she is polite.

MS. CHARLOTTE
Where did you go to school ?

NURSE
| went to nursing school at Sanford.
Where are you fronf

The el derly woman's face lights up

M5. CHARLOITE
| grew up in Forest Park and | went
to Montevallo. Back when it was an
all girls college.

NURSE
Vell that's been a little while ago.
You certainly don't |ook that old.

M5. CHARLOITE
Thank you for those kind words dear,
but I"'mafraid it's true. It was
call ed Al abama State Col |l ege for
Wnen and that was 1944.

The elderly man's heart rate nonitor speeds up enough to get
the attention of the nurse. She |ooks over in the direction
of the man's bed, however, there is a curtain separating the
two beds. The nonitor levels off at the higher BPM The
nurse brings her attention back to the woman.

NURSE
|"msorry ma'am what was that you
wer e sayi ng?

MS. CHARLOITE
| was just saying that it was 1944
when | was at Al abama State Col | ege
for Wonen. It was during the war,
which nmade it harder for all us girls
to find dates. Since it was an al
girls school and boys from near by
school s were off at war.



NURSE
That must have been awful. So did
you ever have a date while you were
in college?

MS. CHARLOITE
| sure did. The very first weekend
| was on canpus. It was orientation
weekend and the school had brought
in some ROTC boys from Auburn. They
were so handsone in those uniforns.
O course, there was a |lot nore
patriotism back then and respect for
men in uniform even if they were
j ust ROTC

The nurse starts to get caught up in the woman's story and
sits on the edge of the bed.

The woman

The nurse
ol d wonman

NURSE
So what happened?

M5. CHARLOITE
Well, of course every girl on canpus
was dying for one of the boys to ask
them out for the weekend dance.
mean, these girls were all over them
Flirting |like you' ve never seen.
And the boys just ate it up.

NURSE
Vell what did you do?

pauses and leans in for dramatic effect.

M5. CHARLOITE
Not hi ng, of course. | was raised a
| ady and | woul d never think of
flirting so overtly. And | was
actually a little shy back then.
So, | just hung back fromthe rest
of the girls and let them nmake fools
of thensel ves.

NURSE
But weren't you worried that those
boys woul d get away?

MS. CHARLOITE
Secretly, yes, but | wasn't going to
|l et themknow that. And that is
when he | ooked straight at ne.

scoots closer to the woman on the bed. And the
| eans back and just glows. She knows she has the

nurse wapped in her story and will have a friend to talk to
for awhile.



NURSE
Who?  WVHO?

The el derly woman rai ses her hand to her forehead.

M5. CHARLOITE
Oh ny, I'mfeeling a little dizzy.
It must be all this talking I'm doing.

NURSE
Wul d you like ne to get you sone
wat er ?

MS. CHARLOITE
Yes. Wuld you m nd dear, that would
be ni ce.

The nurse gets up and | eaves the room The woman just smles
a great big smle.

The elderly man groans a little and lets out a slight cough.

Ms. Charlotte leans forward in her bed and strains to try
and see around the curtain that hangs between the two beds.
The curtain doesn't quite travel the full length of the bed,
so she can see the lower part of his legs that are under the
white hospital sheets. There is no novenent.

The man coughs agai n.

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Sir, are you alright?

The man's heart rate nonitor speeds up again, but no other
sound cones fromhis side of the room

Ms. Charlotte has a | ook of concern on her face and | ooks
toward the door. She doesn't see the nurse. She begins to
pul | the sheet back and swing one | eg out of the bed when

t he nurse cones back in.

The nurse hurries to the woman's bedsi de.

NURSE
Ma'am are you alright?

M5. CHARLOTTE
Yes dear, it's not ne. That gentl eman
was coughing and his nonitor started
getting faster again.

The nurse first gets the woman situated and then wal ks over
to the man's bed.

NURSE
You lie back down and I'll check on
hi m



5.

The nurse noves the curtain a little and steps closer to the
man. She grabs his hand and checks his pulse. She fiddles
wi th some of the machines, turns the volunme on the nonitor
down and checks his |IV.

Ms. Charlotte |l eans forward and can see alnbst up to the
man's chest. She |ooks at his hand; it is very still.

The nurse turns around and pulls the curtain down a little.
Ms. Charlotte | eans back again.

NURSE ( CONT' D)
| think he is going to be okay.
Bl ess his heart, he's been in a coma
for alnbst a nonth now and |'ve only
seen a coupl e of people cone visit
him Hs famly nust live in another
state.

MS. CHARLOITE
That is sad. Wen you are as old as
we are, you've out lived nost of
your friends and sonetinmes your famly
just wites you off.

They both pause for a nonent.

NURSE
Now are you going to tell ne the
rest of that story? Who was he?

M5. CHARLOTTE
He was just the nost dashing man |I'd
ever seen. And when he | ooked at
me, ny heart raced and | felt that |
mght faint. | smled at himever
so slightly and he w nked.

NURSE
Real | y?

M5. CHARLOITE
Yes and oh ny did that nake ny stonmach
turn into butterflies. | knew right
then that he was the man for ne.

NURSE
So what did you do?

MS. CHARLOITE
What any descent, respectable woman
woul d do.

NURSE
What ?



MS. CHARLOTTE
| wal ked away.

NURSE
What ! ?
MS. CHARLOITE
Yes. | wal ked away. And guess what?
NURSE
What ?
MS. CHARLOITE
He fol |l owned.

Both of them | augh out | oud.

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Yep, he followed. | wal ked over to
a private little garden courtyard,
where | knew we woul d be al one.
That way, | could have himall to
nmysel f.

NURSE
Well aren't you the sly one?

M5. CHARLOITE
Men mght like girls that flirt, but
a real man woul d nmuch rat her have
the prize that requires himto pursue.
And that is exactly what he did.

NURSE
So, did he talk to you?

MS. CHARLOTTE
Yes he did. He asked ne ny nane and
then he offered his, just like a
gentl eman. We tal ked about where we
were from and how beautiful the garden
was. And then he --

The nurses PACGER goes off with a | oud BEEP, and she | ooks
down at it.

NURSE
(annoyed)
Ch, what now?
(beat)
| have to go check on a patient in
the ICU. 1'Il be back inalittle
whi | e.

MS. CHARLOTTE
There's no rush sweeti e. | can finish
this old story anytine.



NURSE
No, no. | want to hear it. "Il be
back.

The nurse | eaves the room M. Charlotte grins and readj ust
herself in the bed. As she is noving around, she thinks she
hears the elderly man say sonet hi ng.

She stops noving and gets quiet. Silence.

MS. CHARLOITE
VWhat was that? Did you say sonet hi ng?

Sil ence, except for the heart rate nonitor

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Hmm Well, | guess it was nothing.

The man coughs again and Ms. Charlotte smles know ng that
was all she heard.

ONE HOUR LATER

The nurse is checking the woman's equi pnent. The wonman is
asl eep. The nurse starts to | eave and the woman wakes up.

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Oh, hey deary. | was just taking a
little nap. Don't you want to hear
nore of the story?

The nurse spins around quickly.

NURSE
Yes. | hope | didn't wake you. Are
you sure you don't want ne to |et
you sl eep?

M5. CHARLOITE
No, I'mfine. Come back over here
and let ne tell you nore.

The nurse returns to the woman's bedsi de.

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
So, where was |? Oh yeah, we were
in the garden, talking. After talking
for awhile and getting to know one
another, we were sitting in the
gazebo. He asked ne if he could
escort me to the dance that weekend.

NURSE
And what did you say? Wat did you
say?



MS. CHARLOITE
| say no, of course.

NURSE
NO  What ! ?

The elderly man | ets out another noise that sounds like a
conbi nati on between a cough and a | augh.

The nurse and the wonman | ook over at the man. Hi s arns and
|l egs are perfectly still.

The nurse | ooks back at the wonan.

NURSE ( CONT' D)

Now wait a mnute. | just can't
believe you told himno. Are you
crazy?

The nurse catches herself and bl ushes.

M5. CHARLOTTE
| may have Al zheiner's, but |I'm not
crazy, nor was | crazy all those

years ago.
NURSE
I"'msorry ma'am | didn't nean it
t hat way.
M5. CHARLOITE
| know dear, I'mjust havin' a little
fun with you. | know you didn't
mean anything. In answer to your
guestion, | knew exactly what | was
doing. | knew he was interested and

| also knew | wanted to spend as
much tinme with himas possible. So,
if I had said yes right away, he
woul d have his catch and he'd be off
to gloat to his buddies and I'd be
al one.

NURSE
Ohhhhh.

M5. CHARLOITE
This way, he'd have to spend the
rest of the afternoon, trying to get
me to say yes to him

NURSE
Vell 1'lIl be. You are just about
the smartest lady | think I've ever
met .



M5. CHARLOITE
| wish | could take all the credit,
but it is wisdomthat has been passed
down t hrough the wonen of ny famly
for generations. M grandnother
| nez taught ne nost of what | know.

NURSE
So, when did you say yes?

MS. CHARLOITE
Not so quickly deary. There is plenty
of tine.

NURSE
Ckay. So, you continued talking in
t he garden.

MS. CHARLOITE
No. | told himthat | had to go to
my dorm room and put sone things
away.

NURSE
VWhat!? Not again. You have to be
ki ddi ng ne.

M5. CHARLOITE
Not at all sugar. And he said --

Anot her nurse steps in the door.
NUSRE #2

Ei | een, you have a personal call at
the front desk

NURSE
(annoyed)
Who is it?
NUSRE #2

| think it's your boy friend again.

NURSE
VWhat does he want now?

The nurse junps off the bed and wal ks out the door.

NURSE ( CONT' D)
l"msorry ma'am |'l1l be right back.

Ms. Charlotte | eans back and cl oses her eyes again.

MS. CHARLOTTE
Ch, Louis, whatever happened to you?
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LOUIS (O S.)
The war took nme away.

MS. CHARLOTTE
| know the war took you, but why
didn't you wite?

LOUS (O S.)
| did, but sone tines letters never
make it.

MS. CHARLOITE
Way didn't you find nme when you
returned?

LOUS (O S.)
| was wounded and had a | ong
rehabilitation at Bethesda.

MS. CHARLOITE
| really thought we had sonet hi ng

speci al .

LOUS (O S.)
W did. You are all 1've ever thought
about .

M5. CHARLOTTE
| thought you would return and sweep
me off ny feet and marry ne. |
t hought we'd live happily ever after.

LOUS (O S.)
That is all | ever wanted. By the
time | regained nmy strength and was
able to find you, you had already
married. | figured you didn't really
love ne and | didn't want to
conplicate matters.

MS. CHARLOITE
| married out of depression. OCh, he
was a good man, but he never really
got ny heart.

LOUS (O S.)
| too was married, but you were al ways
on ny m nd.

M5. CHARLOTTE
Do you renenber dancing cheek to
cheek. The m dnight stroll and our
first kiss? No man ever kissed ne
i ke that.

LOUIS (O S.)
| f there was such a thing as destiny --
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MS. CHARLOITE
VWay!  Way did life keep us apart?
Did you |l ove nme Louis? | have
wondered all these years.

LOUS (O S.)
My love for you has never waned.
But did you love ne? | would |ike
to know, before | |leave -- did you

really | ove ne?

M5. CHARLOITE
Oh, Louis, the truth is --

The nurse cones in the door quickly.

NURSE
Now where were we?

Ms. Charlotte opens her eyes and sits up in bed. A small
tear rolls down her cheek, but she brushes it away before
the nurse can see.

The old man's heart rate nonitor's screen shows that his
heart rate is nmuch slower than before. H s face | ooks sadder
t han before.

M5. CHARLOITE
H s name was Loui s.

NURSE
What ?

MS. CHARLOITE
The young man |'ve been tal ki ng about .
Hi s nane was Louis.

NURSE
Oh.

MS. CHARLOITE
This is the first tine I've told
anyone his nanme. The nenories are
sweet and painful at the sane tine.

NURSE
You don't have to finish --

MS. CHARLOITE
Nonsense dear. | want to tal k about
him | was telling you that | left
himto return to ny dorm O course
he followed. Boys weren't allowed
in the building, so he had to wait

out si de.
( MORE)
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M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
| went to my roomon the third fl oor

and when | | ooked out ny w ndow,
there he was... with wildflowers in
his hand. "Have lunch with ne," he
sai d.

NURSE
Pl ease tell nme you didn't say no
agai n.

MS. CHARLOITE
| didn't. W had a wondeful picnic
on the quad and then parted ways to
get ready for the dance.

NURSE
VWhew

M5. CHARLOTTE
We danced the night away. Hi s touch
was so tender, but strong. | felt
so safe in his arns. Later that
night he told ne that he was going
to have to |l eave for Europe in a few
weeks to fight the Germans.

NURSE
Oh ny.

M5. CHARLOTTE
| was devastated. But we continued
to dance and tal k about how we coul d
reunite after his return. And we
kept in touch over the next few weeks.
He canme to see ne several nore tines.
Each tinme, ny love for himgrew
stronger and our plans nore solid.

NURSE
And then he went off to war?

M5. CHARLOITE
Yes. | never heard from hi magain.

NURSE
Do you know what happened to hin?

MS. CHARLOITE
At first, | thought he'd been kill ed,
but then | saw one of his buddies.
He told me that Louis was in Maryl and.

He didn't know nuch nore. | figured
that if he was alive, he would' ve
cone to ne, but he didn't. | fel

into a depression and sone years
later, | married.
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NURSE
Where i s your husband now?

MS. CHARLOITE
My husband di ed of cancer 3 years
ago.

NURSE
" m sorry.

M5. CHARLOTTE
Thank you. He was a good man, but |
never really loved himlike | should
have. | just wish | knew if Louis
loved nme. | just wish | knew what
happened all those years ago.

The old man's face has a little npbre color than before and
his eyes start to blink rapidly.

The nurse and Ms. Charlotte sit in silence for a nonment.

Ms. Charlotte gets a funny | ook on her face, as if she has
just realized sonething wonderful.

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Eileen? You're going to think this
is crazy, but | feel like Louis is
ri ght here.

The nurse | ooks surprised and | ooks around the room

M5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
My heart feels so light, so... warm

Ms. Charlotte starts fanning herself and her heart rate
monitor starts to speed up

The nurse is startled and grabs a cup of water.

MS5. CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Ch ny. He did love ne! | knowit,
| can feel it... He did | ove ne.

Ms. Charlotte clutches her chest and the heart rate nonitor
speeds up even nore. She falls back agai nst her pillow

The nurse | ooks really concerned now.

NURSE
Ok, Ms. Charlotte, just take it easy.

The nurse reaches over and presses a red call button on the
wal | by the bed. She grabs Ms. Charlotte's arm and takes
her pulse. The nurse is standi ng over her now.
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M5. CHARLOTTE

Louis? Louis... | loved you al
t hose years ago... |'ve always |oved
you Sso. ..

Her voice trails off.

The ot her nurse burst in the room runs right passed Ms.
Charlotte's bed and pulls back the curtain back to reveal
the old man. His heart rate nonitor's screen shows a fl at

l'ine.
The nurse grabs his armand feels for a pul se.

The old mans face has a smle and there is a single tear on
his cheek. H s eyes are cl osed.

FADE QOUT:
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